Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Pit and The Pendulum” demonstrates how the fear of the unknown can be greater than any other fear. In the story, the narrator is placed in a room with the lights off. He couldn’t see how big the cell was, the shape of the cell, or what the room contained.The narrator knew that he was going to die, but he didn’t know how.When he tripped at the side of the pit, he was afraid of falling in because he couldn’t see the contents.However, when the lights came on he was able to see the pendulum.Our narrator sat calmly and watched.Knowing death was coming, he did not panic because he  knew when it would come.When the narrator didn’t know the facts, He naturally thought of the worst things possible.This was worse than when he knew for sure what was coming.

The author emphasizes how the human imagination can determine reality. The prisoner uses his imagination to describe the surrounding in great detail which ended up being reality. We first see this as the narrator received his sentence and describes the items around him.

“And then my vision fell upon the seven tall candles upon the table. At first they wore the aspect of charity and seemed white, slender angels who would save me but then all at once there came a most deadly nausea over my spirit… with heads of flame…” 

Similarly, the prisoner uses imagination to scan his surroundings, walking around the cell and using his imagination.
The passing of time is an important motif that can lead the reader to a broader understanding of Poe’s message.

The pendulum swinging slowly to the narrator’s death demonstrates the variations of the passing of time.

As the pendulum swung, it gained momentum and seemed to make the time pass faster.

The manipulation of time is a repeated aspect in “The Pit and the Pendulum.”

Later more examples of the manipulation of time are shown.

One of these is the walls closing in on the narrator.

By Poe elongating the narrator’s thoughts between the torturous events he, in turn, exaggerates the events that would unfold in five minutes into what seems like hours.

Poe successfully demonstrated the variations of the passing of time in this short story.

Death is the prevailing topic of Poe’s story, and the author’s view of death can be understood by examining the different presentations and reflections on death.

When the narrator thought he was going to die he was happy for the death that awaited him.

He said, “I grew frantically mad and struggled to force myself upward against the fearful scimitar.

Then he was suddenly calm and lay smiling at the glittering death.”

The scimitar came within inches of his chest.

He said, “I struggled violently-furiously to free my left arm, could I have broken the fastenings, I would have seized and attempted to arrest the pendulum.”

The life he had been so ready to end moments before he now fought desperately to save.

When he finally thought he was safe he would find himself experiencing another attempt on his life.

The narrator thought that death was inevitable.

He wanted to die, but when he saw a glitter of hope he would survive, he wanted to live.

