WEST BURLINGTON JR./SR HIGH SCHOOL
Reading Program Components

During the past three or four years the high school staff members have worked diligently on improving our student’s ability to The following items are all part of our over-all reading program and continued effort to give each of our students the gift of reading.

Reading For Understanding (RFU) – Making each student an Independent Strategic Reader

Several years ago a committee was formed to go to the AEA and be trained on Reading For Understanding concepts and ideas that could be brought back to the staff and used in every class we offer at our school.  The focus of these classes were based on, The Strategies of Independent Strategic Readers, and teachers were give “tools”, trained on using the tools and asked to implement them in their classroom.  Our staff has done an awesome job implementing these tools.
Listed below are the 8 Reading Strategies we focus on across our curriculum:

1. Strategic readers have strategies to use when encountering new words.

2. Strategic readers connect new knowledge to prior knowledge to make meaning.

3. Strategic readers think ahead to what might be coming.

4. Strategic readers continually evaluate their own understanding.

5. Strategic readers create images of what is being read.

6. Strategic readers periodically summarize what is read

7. Strategic readers use textual clues, visuals and organization of text to help create meaning.
8. Strategic readers have a plan to approach the reading task.

Good readers use most of these strategies without even thinking about it.  The purpose of  RFU is to teach all readers tools they can use to help them gain meaning from their reading in any of our curricular areas.

AGS-ITBS TEST PRACTICE

Like all schools across the Nation one of our major concerns had been the drop in our comprehension test scores.  We thought there were several reasons for the decline.
a. Some of our students were not taking the test seriously enough

b. We needed to change the way we taught and presented the skills involved in reading

c. We needed to better identify what areas of the ITBS test our students were struggling with regarding comprehension

d. We needed to practice strategies for answering different types of reading comprehension questions.

The best answer we found was our AGS practice booklets.  The booklets allowed us to pretest our students and identify their comprehension weaknesses.  It then gave us specific activities and strategies for answering different types of strategies.  We believe this has been a valuable part of our reading program because of the data available in tailoring our teaching of reading skills, and the comfort level it creates for our students as they prepare to take ITBS tests.  Enclosed at the back of this packet are examples of the strategies taught and practiced using this series.
2nd Chance Reading

Last year Mr. Adams and I offered a before school reading program to any students grades 7-12 who did not score above the 40th percentile in reading comprehension on the ITBS tests.  We had a surprising number of volunteer students.  But, later in the year Mr. Teater learned of the 2nd Chance Reading Program.  This was a grant that paid for several of us to be trained in intensive reading and vocabulary instruction, and because of the grant we were able to make 2nd Chance Reading a part of our curriculum at both the Jr. High and Sr. High levels.

Using data from ITBS, ITED, and Starr Reader we identified those students reading at two grade level or below and enrolled them into these classes.  The focus of 2nd Chance is really two fold.  One, get students who have had little or no success in reading, interested in reading again by allowing them to choose their reading; Two, use intensive vocabulary, read alouds, book talks, and small group learning to improve each student reading ability.  It was awesome to see kids who had rarely, if ever, finished a novel cranking out  three, four, and even more novels in a quarter.  We are very pleased with the results so far.

RAPP -  Reading Appreciation

It seems that at all workshop, and much of the reading we do, one fact is always stated.  Readers improve best by reading.  Another focus of our school across the curriculum has been making better use of our technology in student learning.  RAPP time has allowed us to do a better job at both.

Our school reads.  Every day at 1:32pm our students are reading for twenty-five minutes.  If you walk through the school during this period you will be amazed first, at the quiet.  Then as you walk through the halls and peek into the classrooms at the percentage of students we have reading.

RAPP allow student to read at the level they read independently; it allows students to pick what they read (over 90,000 available titles), and it gives student the time to read.  Teachers have been amazed as students bring their RAPP novels into all their classes so that if they have free time, they can read.

RAPP has also created another way to communicate with parents.  Our school website has a link directly to each student progress, which allows parents to make sure their students are getting their reading done.  At the back of this packet I’ve enclosed a handout offered to parents during our Parent/teacher conferences, and sent to parents of children who at mid-term had not achieved 50% if their individual point goals.
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FOLLOW THE LEADER WEBSITE

Last year many teachers were trained on how to use the Follow the Leader Website.  This is a fairly new program which allows us to use the internet and computers to evaluate a students reading ability, and then set up practice sets to improve a student’s weakness.

Last year students in Jr. High and 11th grade practiced on this site almost once a week.  It is a great re-teaching tool, and something the students don’t mind doing because they get to use the computer.
We continue to use this site this year in a couple of ways.  One, practice with our Jr. high, and two in a pullout program for those high school students who do not qualify for 2nd Chance Reading, but fall below the 40th percentile in their ITED comprehension scores.  This part of our reading program is just getting started.
