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INTRODUCTION

High School Band is a full year course designed to help you continue to learn and improve your musical skills and playing abilities, as well as, gain an appreciation for a variety of musical styles; students are expected to remain in this class for the entire year.  These goals are obtained through individual lessons, group rehearsals and live performances.  High School Band is an elective class, which means you have the right to have a positive and enjoyable learning experience. Interference with this right will not be tolerated.  Playing and sharing music with others is a fun and rewarding experience!  Make the most out of this opportunity!  Keep an open mind and a positive attitude.

CLASSROOM PROCEEDURES

High School Band will meet on Day “B” from 2:03 PM to 3:30  PM.  Students will enter the room in an orderly manner, pick-up their assigned folder and sit in their designated seat.  Students should put their instruments together and put their music in order for the rehearsal while waiting for the bell to ring.  The student will need to show their Agenda/Assignment book and a pencil at the beginning of each rehearsal.

Each student is responsible for putting away their music, music stand, and instrument before leaving the room.  This responsibility should be shared with your stand partner. Members will then be dismissed by groups at the end of the rehearsal.  Leave the room in an orderly manner.  Please wait until the other students have been dismissed before discussing personal business with the director.

CLASSROOM GUIDELINES FOR SUCCESS

· Participate correctly at all times.  Always use your best tone quality and correct playing position.  Follow the classroom procedures.  NO GUM OR CANDIES!
· Treat others with respect.  Every person has the right to learn.  Making mistakes is a natural part of the learning process.  If you make a mistake, admit to it without being defensive.  Do not make fun of others mistakes or abilities.

· Come to class prepared, on time, with an open mind and a P M A.  (Positive Mental Attitude)  Take responsibility for your own education!

· Follow directions the first time they are given.
· Model appropriate behavior.  Model means to display the proper behaviors outlined in your student handbook.
CONSEQUENCES FOR NOT FOLLOWING THE CLASSROOM GUIDELINES

We will follow the Demerit system as indicated in your West Burlington Junior/Senior Handbook.
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GENERAL

All High School Band Members are to follow the West Burlington Arnold Junior/Senior High School policies and regulations as they are applied to the Instrumental Music Department.  A form for acknowledgment must be removed, filled out completely, signed, and returned to Mr. Eveleth by Monday, August 27, 2007.

MARCHING BAND

All members of the High School Band will participate in the West Burlington Marching Falcon’s Band.  All members are required to march at all performances of the Marching Falcon’s Band.

Rehearsals will start in the Music room and then move out to the practice field.  Everyone must wear their marching shoes for all rehearsals.

FOOTBALL GAME PERFORMANCES

All members of the Marching Falcon’s band will remain seated, in uniform, in the designated area on the track until the half-time performance.  

PEP BAND

All members of the concert band will participate in Pep Band. 
Letter points will be lost for excessive absences.

JAZZ BAND

The Jazz Band is made up of selected High School band students who audition for a chair in the ensemble.  Jazz band is considered extra-curricular and students must be academically eligible for participation.  Students from the Junior High band may be used to fill out the sections.
Rehearsal takes place every Day B from 7:15 AM to 8:15 AM.

Letter points will be lost for absences and tardiness.

STATE SOLO AND SMALL ENSEMBLE CONTEST
All High School Band Members have the option to participate in the State Solo and Small Ensemble Contest.  This opportunity is in place to help students develop as individual musicians.  Solo performance is a great skill and character builder for the young musician. We will be the host site for this event this year.
Letter points can be gained through participation.
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ALL-STATE AND SEIBA HONOR BANDS

All-State Honor Band and SEIBA Honor band participation is optional.  Everyone is eligible to audition for the All-State Honor Band. I can only send fifteen students to the SEIBA Honor Band Audition.  Both auditions will consist of all major scales, the chromatic scale, two prepared etudes and a solo.  The All-State audition will take place at Fairfield High School the fourth Saturday in October.  The SEIBA Honor Band audition takes place at Fairfield High School the second Saturday in January and the SEIBA Honor Band Festival Day takes place at Iowa City West High School two weeks later.

Letter points can be gained through participation.

COLLEGE AND CONFERENCE HONOR BANDS

Participation is optional and is done on a volunteer basis.  You must be a student in good standing with all lessons attended.  The director may nominate the students who sign-up starting with upper classmen.
Letter points can be gained through participation.

MUSIC

Music should be taken home for the purpose of practice and preparation for the rehearsal.  The student is responsible to work on the music as an individual and is expected to know their music and be able to perform it on their own.  It is important to bring the music to every rehearsal. Marching band music is expected to be memorized for performances. 

INSTRUMENTS

Your instrument should be taken home everyday, for the purpose of practicing both your concert band music and your lesson assignment.  The instrument storage lockers in the music room are there for your use during the school day only.

You are financially responsible for your instrument.  Never leave it unattended where it could be damaged or stolen.  The school district does not have insurance to cover your instrument in the event that it is damaged or stolen.

INSTRUMENT REPAIR AND UP-KEEP

It is essential to your education and the education of the entire band that you keep your instrument in good playing condition:

· Brass Instruments: Slides and valves working properly and well lubricated at all times.  No major dents.  

· Woodwind Instruments: Three good reeds at all times.  Pads and corks in good condition.  No major dents.

SCHOOL OWNED INSTRUMENTS

The West Burlington School District allows school instruments to be used for no rental fee.  This privilege is made available through an instrument use contract. The contract agrees that you will be held responsible for any and all repairs that are not considered normal ware for the instrument.  

If the instrument is damaged while checked out in your name you will be financially responsible for the repair of that instrument and will be billed for the repair.
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GRADING POLICY

The West Burlington High School Band grades are determined through three (3) areas.  

· Lessons
· Rehearsal participation
· Concert and/or contest performances
LESSON REQUIREMENT

All High School Band Members are required to take a lesson and will be scheduled for an individual or small group lesson once every week.  Students will be taken out of a class for this lesson.  The student will be assigned a lesson during the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd part of a class period. It is understood, and agreed upon, by the classroom teacher and the band instructor that tests take precedence over the lesson.
When a student must miss a lesson it should be rescheduled by the end of the day of the missed lesson.  The lesson must be rescheduled within four days of the missed lesson in order to receive full credit.  If the make-up lesson is missed it can be made-up for half credit.

LESSON PROCEEDURE

Each lesson will consist of scales, etudes, and special assignments.  This will be assigned each week at the lesson and the student is expected to practice twenty (20) minutes every day in preparation for the next lesson.  This practice time is to be recorded in the Agenda/Assignment book by the student and presented to the teacher at the beginning of each lesson.

LESSON GRADES

Each lesson is graded in the following three areas:

· Weekly practice time.  Recorded in the Agenda/Assignment book by the student.

· Proper lesson materials. Agenda/Assignment book, lesson book and related materials, instrument in proper working condition.

· Performance. Assignments passed.

The following point system is used for grading lessons:

PRACTICE


MATERIALS

PERFORMANCE

100 - 100 Minutes +

100 - All materials

100 – All passed

89 – 90 Minutes +

95 – No planner

89 – Most passed

79 – 80 Minutes +

95 – No pencil


79 - One or more passed

69 – 60 Minutes +

79 – No book


69 – Nothing passed

59 – 40 Minutes or less
69 – No materials



49 – 20 Minutes or less
0 – No instrument
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ATTENDANCE POLICY

The following policies and rules apply to all instrumental music students enrolled in the West Burlington Arnold Junior/Senior High School Instrumental Music Department.

Students are expected and required to participate in all contest and concerts for each group they are a member. You should note that most contests take place on Saturdays.

Each student has a unique contribution and responsibility to the total performance of that group.  You are a team member and an important part of that team.  Everyone depends on each other for their support and musical contribution.

Scheduled performances are an important part of the instructional program. A performance is a group presentation that is used as an evaluation tool by the teacher.  The sum total of what the student has learned in past class periods, lessons, and home practice is demonstrated to the instructor through the concert or contest performance.  This demonstration of learning is done in the ultimate situation, the students’ performance in the group presentation.

An unexcused absence from a performance will be recorded in the grade book as a “0” or “F” for that testing or evaluation period.  The student must realize that in most quarter grading periods this would probably result in a lowering of their letter grade by at least one (1) letter grade.

When a performance evaluation period must be missed, and the instructor deems it as excused, the student is expected to tape record her/his part of the performance Doing so will count towards 60% of the performance grade.  In addition to the taped performance the student will be required to write and hand in a two page report about one of the composers who is on the list of music that we are currently preparing to perform.  This report must be typed, double-spaced, with a #12 font.  This will count toward 40% of the performance grade.  

Failure to do so will result in an “F” for that performance evaluation.

Chronic problems in attendance of rehearsal, lessons, and/or performances will be handled on an individual basis.

TARDY POLICY

Students are expected to be in their seats, with their instruments ready to play, by the time the bell rings; if they are just walking in the door or getting their instrument or music out of the storage case, they will be considered tardy.  Students are considered absent from class for being five (5) minutes late to class. Absences and tardiness will be dealt with as indicated in the West Burlington Junior/Senior Handbook.
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AWARDS

Instrumental music is a full year course not considered seasonal with the quarters, semesters, and/or the sporting events that coincide.  Each area studied in the instrumental music program is considered a unit and not a separate entity.  Students who are removed from the instrumental music program during the regular school year will receive all contest medals earned while a member.

DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

JOHN PHILIP SOUSA AWARD – CONCERT BAND

This award is granted to an outstanding senior who has exhibited dedication and involvement and the highest quality of musicianship, citizenship, and leadership during all four years of membership in the West Burlington High School Instrumental Music Department.  This will be partially determined by the amount of letters points gained over the four years of membership.

LOUIS ARMSTRONG – JAZZ BAND

This award is granted to a senior who has exhibited dedication to the jazz band and a willingness to learn and understand all concepts of jazz and jazz improvisation.  They must have shown leadership and good citizenship during membership in the West Burlington High School Jazz Band.
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LETTER

Involvement is a very important aspect of the high school band.  To grow into a well-rounded musician you should participate in a variety of musical activities in addition to concert band.  School and/or private lessons, public performances, and participation in solo contest and honor bands give you that opportunity to develop your musical skills.  Letter points are earned by involvement in these extra activities.

The West Burlington High School Instrumental Music Department letter is granted to members who earn points through participation and involvement in music activities.  More points are needed each year to earn a letter.  This means more involvement in extra actives is needed each year to earn enough letter points.

A student who drops out of a group or is dropped from a group by the instructor for disciplinary reasons will loose the letter points earned in that particular group

The following is the points required to letter each year in high school:

· Freshman

24
· Sophomore
26
· Junior

28
· Senior

30
(6)

Letter points can be earned through the following activities:
· Concert Band






up to
10

· Marching Band





up to 
 8

· Pep Band






up to
  5

· Jazz Band






up to
  5

· SEIBA Honor Band Audition




  5

· All-State Honor Band Audition




  5

· SEIBA Honor Band Membership



10

· All-State Honor Band Membership



10

· Solo or Small Ensemble Contest participation

  5

· Solo rating of a “I”






  3

· Solo rating of a “II”





 
  2

· Solo rating of a “III”





 
  1

· Small Ensemble rating of a “I”




  3

· Small Ensemble rating of a “II”




  2

· Small Ensemble rating of a “III”




  1

· Honor Band (with no audition)




  3

· Private lesson on band instrument



  5

· Participation in vocal music (.5 point per semester)

  1

· Honor roll (.5 points per quarter and semester)

  2
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HIGH SCHOOL BAND
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

The following is a list of performance dates for all High School Performance groups.  Any additions, deletions, or corrections will be announced as soon as possible. 

FALL SEMESTER

AUGUST

24
*Football Game – WACO (Pre-game only)    Warm-up 6:50
SEPTEMBER
8
*Marching Band Practice


 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
10
*Fall Fundraiser QSP for 2009 trip                     (grades 8-11)

28
*Football Game – Central Lee


 Warm-up 6:30
29
*Davis County Festival of Bands



   6:00 PM
OCTOBER

4
*Pep Assembly (Homecoming)



   6:45 PM
5
*Homecoming Parade





   2:30 PM
5
*Football Game – Dan. /N L


 Warm-up 6:30
6
*Wilton Marching Band Festival
(10:30 rehearsal)   1:00 PM

13
*State Marching Band Contest
Davenport Central    TBA
20
All-State Honor Band Auditions
Fairfield HS     ALL DAY
26
*Football Game - Columbus


 Warm-up 6:30
NOVEMBER
15-17
All State Music Festival - Ames
DECEMBER

4
*Basketball – Holy Trinity



  Pre-game 5:40
7
*Basketball – New London



  Pre-game 5:40

17
*Holiday Concert





   7:00 PM
JANUARY

4
*Basketball – Harmony



  Pre-game 5:40

5
SEIBA Honor Band/Jazz Band Auditions – Fairfield All Day
11
*Basketball – Notre Dame



  Pre-game 5:40
18
*Basketball – New London



 Pre Game 5:40

19
SEIBA Honor Band Festival – Iowa City 

     All Day

SPRING SEMESTER

JANUARY

22
*Basketball – Central Lee



  Pre-game 5:40
24
Central College Honor Band, Pella 


     All Day

25
*Basketball – Cardinal



  Pre-game 5:40

26
State Jazz Band/Show Choir Contest Muscatine
     All Day
FEBRUARY

9
State Piano Contest – Iowa Wesleyan College
23
Indian Hills Jazz Festival





TBA
29
Falcon Follies






   7:00 PM
MARCH
1
SEIBA Jazz Festival
Iowa City

 


TBA
6
S-C Honor Band at Highland

  

ALL DAY
18
*Festival of Bands Concert




   7:00 PM

APRIL

5
State Solo and Small Ensemble Contest (HERE) 
     All Day
MAY

3
*State Large Group Contest


 


TBA
13
*Spring Concert






   7:00 PM

19
Fine Art/Academic Awards




   7:00 PM
25
*Graduation







 2:45
JUNE
14
*Steamboat Days Parade




 10:30 AM
* Graded performance; everyone is required to attend.
STUDENT/PARENT ACKNOWLEGDMENT FORM

The contents of this handbook are very important.  Your knowledge of how the West Burlington Instrumental Music Department operates is vital to a successful learning environment.  
It is important to know that this is a full year course; students are expected to remain in this class for the entire year.
Please pay close attention to the performance calendar at the end of this handbook; it has the entire years’ performances listed on it.  It is best to transfer this information to the family calendar now to avoid possible conflicts in the future.
After reading and discussing this handbook with your child, I ask that you and your child sign and return the form at the bottom of this page.

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this handbook and how it affects your child.  I can be reached during the day by phone at 754-6567 or by e-mail evelethm@w-burlington.k12.ia.us .
Thank you for taking time to review this handbook and for showing such great support for your child’s education.  I look forward to working with each student and seeing you at our performances.

Sincerely,

Mark A. Eveleth

Director of Bands

West Burlington Arnold Junior/Senior High School

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

DATE:




GRADE:





STUDENTS SIGNATURE:










PARENTS SIGNATURE:










Please detach and return to Mr. Eveleth no later than:


MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 2007
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