
Superintendent’s Remarks
By Dave Schmitt

I am pleased to be writing the last installment of  
the 2010-2011 West Burlington Independent School 
District’s newsletter. The school year is going fast 
and very well. Our students have made great gains in 
academic performance and our activity programs have 
experienced much success. I have found our West 
Burlington Schools students to be friendly, smart and 
helpful. Those qualities are a direct reflection of  their 

parents. I’d like to share with you some changes that will be in place for the start of  
the 2011-2012 school year. 

The school year will be starting on August 18th with the first semester ending on 
December 23rd. We are also trying a week –long spring break  next year, graduation 
is on May 20th, and the final day of  school is scheduled for May 23rd. Snow days will 
be made up at the end of  the year. We will see how the changes work out and use your 
input for planning the calendar next spring.

As you are well aware we making numerous changes to our buildings. The eight-
classroom Junior High school addition will be ready to start classes in August. We 
are upgrading our windows at the Elementary building as part of  this project. We 
are improving our public restroom access in the cafeteria area at the Junior/Senior 
High school building. We will be making significant improvements to our learning 
environment in both buildings by installing air-conditioning in all classrooms. We 
will now be able to control temperatures in all classrooms, allowing for comfort for 
students and staff. We secured a fire safety grant which we will use to install panic 
hardware on exit doors to assure a quicker exit if  an emergency arises. 

West Burlington is also pleased to announce moving forward with heightened security 
measures at both buildings. The Elementary school will have an additional set of  
main entrance doors installed as well as a video/audio buzz-in system. Visitors to the 
building will gain access only by entering the front doors and going through the office. 
This will curtail safety concerns. We are also improving our overall security. West 
Burlington Schools is installing additional surveillance cameras in and outside both 
buildings. It is our goal to better monitor potential bullying in our hallways as well as 
monitoring our buildings after hours. We are also upgrading the security at the Junior/
Senior High school building. Visitors will need to buzz-into our new video/audio 
surveillance system. These improvements will enhance our security and provide an 
even more safe and pleasant learning environment for all.
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West Burlington Independent School District is also looking forward to changes we are implementing in our 
academic program. Our certified staff  has spent the 2010-2011 school year aligning our standards and benchmarks 
with the state mandated common core curriculum. We have studied the gaps in our curriculum as well as the 
overlap of  concepts and topics. Next school year, we will be implementing all of  our curriculum changes. We know 
the curriculum articulation will make a significant impact upon what and how we are teaching our students. The 
standards and benchmarks will be available for all parents, and students, to review at any time. 

West Burlington is also working on a formal professional development plan. Professional development and 
our curriculum work hand-in-hand in our efforts to improve instruction. Our K-12 professional development 
program has been streamlined in an effort to go into more depth with our certified staff  training. We recognize 
the importance of  rigor and relevance in our everyday classrooms as well as our professional development training 
efforts. All of  our regular education classes in the Elementary school will be taught in a self-contained format. We 
will be offering our first dual-enrollment class next year, an advanced high school language arts course. 

I am very pleased with how my first year as the West Burlington ISD Superintendent is going. The board, 
administrative leadership team, certified staff, noncertified staff, parents, community and most importantly…the 
students, have been a joy to work with. We will continue working together to improve instruction and the West 
Burlington Independent School District. Go Falcons!! 

Choir News
By Brooke Smith

JH Choir
Congratulation to the 
JH choir; They did a 
great job and had some 
of  the best behavior of  
the students that participated at the mass choir festival! 
Now we have one final concert to get ready for the 
spring concert on May 19th at 7pm. JH students don’t 
forget to come to lessons!

I’m also looking for any black dress pants, black dress 
shoes, and white dress shirts for either gender. If  you 
have any dress clothes that are outgrown or just not 
worn anymore. Please donate so that all the Junior High 
students can dress nice for performances.

HS Choir
High School Choir is gearing up for large group which 
happens May 7th. They will also be doing a performance 
for some seniors in our community on April 28th. I 
am very proud of  the hard work they are putting in at 
the end of  the year. I think their large group score will 
show them how much this hard work will pay off. Then 
our last performances are May 17th at 7:00PM in the 
auditorium and graduation on May 29th. HS students 
don’t forget to come to lessons! 

Attention 
Parents /
Guardians:
By Larisa Conner

After another successful 
year, the Japanese 
student exchange 
program is once again 
looking for host families for the upcoming 2011/12 
school year. Hosting a high school student from 
Okinawa Japan is a fabulous opportunity to experience 
an exchange of  cultures and traditions. The students 
selected to participate have studied English for years, 
and are looking for the chance to put what they have 
learned into practice. The Japanese students pay their 
own expenses (dining out, tickets, clothing, etc.) and the 
host family is offered two choices for reimbursement 
of  the general costs (utilities, food, etc.) of  having 
an additional family member. You can choose either 
to receive a monthly stipend, or the opportunity to 
send your child (age 14+) to Japan for one month the 
following summer with expenses paid. (Students from 
West Burlington have already taken advantage of  this 
opportunity to visit their exchange student’s families and 
experience Japanese culture first-hand!) 

If  you are interested in hosting a student, or just wish 
more information, please contact Larisa Conner at 
lconner@scciowa.edu or 754 1688. 

mailto: lconner@scciowa.edu
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Band News
By Mark Eveleth

Junior High Band
The Junior High Jazz Band started 
practicing the week of  April 
11th. We practice every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
morning at 7:45AM and are really 
starting to sound wonderful.  
We will be performing on the 
Thursday, May 19th concert along 
with the Junior High Concert Band and Junior High Chorus.  
That concert begins at 7:00PM.

High School Band
Solo Contest was April 2nd. We had 5 soloists, 2 duets, a 
Flute Trio, and a Flute/Clarinet Trio. We received 5 “I” 
ratings, 1 “II” rating and 3”III” ratings. Congratulations to 
all the West Burlington musicians who participated in this 
State event!!

Large Group Contest
The High School Band is now preparing for large group 
contest. Contest this year will take place on Saturday, May 
7th. We will travel to Mid-Prairie-Wellman High School for 
this year’s event. The performance time is not known at this 
time but information will come to you in an e-mail.

Spring Concert
The band will be performing in our spring concert along 
with the chorus on Tuesday, May 17th at 7:00PM. We will be 
recognizing all letter winners, awards recipients, and seniors 
at this concert.  

Graduation is Sunday, May 29th and that will also be our 
final required/graded performance of  the year. 

We are also preparing the music for next fall’s Marching 
Band show. The students will have their music through-out 
the summer months to memorize for our fall performances 
and competitions. 

Math Bee
By Monica King

Two teams of  6th graders 
participated in an area 
wide Math Bee on Friday, 
April 8, 2011. The 6th 
graders representing West 
Burlington were ShayLeigh 
Abbott, Kamaryn Atwater, 
Brandon Broeg, Amber DesJardins, Jacob Graham, 
Dalton Machholz, and Catherine Todd.  
 
To prepare for the Math Bee, this dedicated group 
met for extra practice before and after school 30 times 
previous to the Bee. During those practice sessions, 
they had the opportunity to work on standard formulas, 
probability, statistics, patterns and functions.

The Math Bee was held at the Fairfield Arts and 
Convention Center. Teams from 20 different 
schools were present. To start, the students worked 
independently on 5 rounds. The first round covered 
number sense & estimation; the students were given 
seven minutes to complete this round. The second and 
third rounds covered patterns & functions and geometry 
& measurement. For each of  these rounds, the students 
had fourteen minutes to complete. After the third 
round, the students were allowed to take a fifteen minute 
break. The fourth and fifth round covered statistics & 
probability and ratio, proportion & percent. Both of  
these rounds were also fourteen minutes. Finally, the 
students were put into their teams for the team round 
that covered a variety of  skills and abilities.

Although none of  our students moved on to the state 
competition, they all worked very hard and put forth 
great effort. It was a worthwhile experience, and we are 
proud of  our Math Bee participants. 
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Thank You
By CJ Bolding (The AM 
Crosswalk Lady)

A big “Thank You” for all the 
gifts, hot coffee, and cappucino 
that parents and students 
brought to me at the crosswalk 
this school year. I appreciate 
everything very much! 

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT
The school district does not discriminate in its education programs or educational activities on the basis 
of  sex, race, religion, color, national origin, age, marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gender 
identity, socio-economic status (for programs), creed or disability. Students are educated in programs which 
foster knowledge of, and respect and appreciation for, the historical and contemporary contributions of  
diverse cultural groups including those of  race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, and 
socio-economic background, as well as men and women, to society. The programs include contributions and 
perspectives of  Asian Americans, African Americans Hispanic Americans, American Indians, and European 
Americans.  Students who feel they have been discriminated against are encouraged to report it to the school 
district Affirmative Action Coordinator. The Affirmative Action Coordinator is David Schmitt and can be 
reached at 607 Ramsey Street, West Burlington, IA 52655, (319) 752-8747. Inquiries may also be directed 
in writing to the Director of  the Region VII Office of  Civil Rights, U.S. Department of  Education, 310 
W. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 800, Milwaukee, WI 53203-2292, (414) 291-1111, or the Iowa Department of  
Education, Grimes State Office Building, Des Moines, IA 50319-0146, (515) 281-5294. 
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West	Burlington	Elementary	Supply	List
2011-2012

1 Bol e of  gl ue

1 Ruler

1 Scissors

1 Pencil box
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West	Burlington	Junior/Senior	High	Supply	List
2011-2012
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