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School District Newsletter

Superintendent’s Remarks
By Dave Schmitt

West Burlington Independent School District is busy preparing 
for the 2011-2012 school year. I thought it best to provide some 
reminders and updates as we make these preparations.  

I am asking for more public input on next year’s school district 
calendar. I ask any interested district patrons to come to the 
administration office located at 607 Ramsey St. on April 4th 
from 4:00PM to 5:00PM to provide input and discuss next year’s 
calendar. I will have a few drafts of  possible calendars prepared at 

that time. I am planning to ask for Board approval of  the calendar on April 18th.

If  you have a child who will be attending kindergarten next year, make sure you 
contact the Elementary office immediately. West Burlington Schools is carefully 
monitoring our kindergarten numbers. A solid student count makes our planning 
more efficient and more effective. We carefully monitor all class sizes to ensure 
personal and quality instruction for all of  our students at West Burlington.

Our eight-classroom addition is progressing nicely. It will be ready to go as we open 
our doors next August. The project is working out very well. We are also planning 
to enhance security at both sites with additional surveillance equipment, including 
a “buzz in” system which will give us the ability to better monitor visitors to our 
buildings. The West Burlington Board is also pleased to say we are making plans to 
have all of  our classrooms air-conditioned for the start of  school next fall. This will 
be a huge asset for our students and staff. 

We are working on a transition plan for students coming into sixth and seventh grade.  
The administration and staff  recognize the importance of  providing the needed 
support system for the two grades transitioning into our junior high school. If  you 
have questions or concerns, please contact the principals or superintendent Schmitt. 
We are here to help.

The Board has approved over $200,000 in expenditure reductions for next school 
year. We are confident that none of  these reductions will negatively impact teaching/
learning in our classrooms. We are developing restructuring plans to continue offering 
top rate instruction to all of  our children. A significant portion of  the budget 
reductions are achieved through attrition and restructuring. The Board will hold its 
annual budget hearing on April 11, 2011 in the boardroom. All indications show we 
can lower the overall levy by $.50, yet increase our cash reserve to put ourselves into a 
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Elementary Musical
By Nancy Vedder

The 5th and 6th grade chorus students will be 
presenting their mini-musicals on Thursday, April 7th 
beginning at 7:00PM in the H.S. Auditorium. They will 
have a required dress rehearsal on Tuesday, April 5th. 
5th grade dress rehearsal will be from 5:00PM-6:30PM 
and the 6th grade will be from 6:30PM-8:00PM.
 
The 5th grade students will be 
presenting “Bebop with Aesop.” 
Aesop was a Greek slave , born 
around 620 B.C. He wrote and told 
many unforgettable fables that have a 
timeless moral. “Bebop with Aesop” 
features 5 of  these fables acted out by 
our 5th grade students.  

 
The 6th grade show is a musical 
adaptation of  the Mark Twain 
classic, “Tom Sawyer”.  Join Tom, 
Huck Finn, Becky Thatcher, Aunt 
Polly, and the rest of  the cast  as 
they tell the tales of  life in the late 
1800’s on the Mississippi river in 
Hannibal, Missouri!
 

Admission is free and open to the public. Come support 
our talented elementary students! 

Band News
By Mark Eveleth

Junior High Band
We are now working toward 
the Conference Massed Band 
Festival. Holy Trinity will host this event on Tuesday, April 
26th. This is the day we return from spring break. The 
concert will start at 7:00PM and the cost is $2.00 Adults and 
$1.00 Students. Each band represented will perform one 
selection and then we will combine all the student musicians 
into one massed band. Our guest conductor is Jim DePriest, 
High School band director from Mount Pleasant. This is 
always a great concert.  

The Junior High jazz band will start practicing April 5th. 
We will practice every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
morning at 7:45PM. We will be performing in the Thursday, 
May 19th concert along with the Junior High concert band 
and Junior High chorus. That concert will begin at 7:00PM.
 
High School Band
Solo contest is Saturday, April 2nd and will be held at 
Wapello High School. 6 soloists and 6 small ensembles will 
perform that day for a rating. This event is open to the 
public.

The concert band is now preparing for large group contest. 
Contest this year will take place on Saturday, May 7th at Mid-
Prairie High School at Wellman. The more parents we have 
to support us the better we will perform so please attend if  
you can.

The band will also be performing in our spring concert along 
with the chorus on Tuesday, May 17th at 7:00PM.  We will 
also be recognizing all letter winners, awards recipients, and 
seniors at this concert. 

better cash position. The budget cuts will obviously be an integral part of  our 2011-2012 budget planning. 

Please contact me at (319) 752-8747 if  you have questions or concerns. If  we continue working together for the 
good of  our children, we will have a successful fourth quarter. 
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News from the Fourth Grade
By Mrs. Leopard, Mrs. Mineart, and Mrs. 
Springsteen

We have had a very busy 
school year! Each teacher had 
a community volunteer come 
to the classroom and provide 
learning through a program 
called Junior Achievement. 
Junior Achievement extends our learning through Social 
Studies skills. 

Mrs. Mueller has also provided several opportunities for 
us to extend our learning in Science. Our most recent 
visit from her involved learning about the different types 
of  animals and what they eat – omnivores, herbivores, 
and carnivores. Students then got to observe different 
animal skulls to determine what type of  animal they 
were. The students really enjoyed studying the different 
skulls – they had to look at their teeth to help them 
decide in which group they belonged.

4th grade divides the classes up for Math and depending 
on how the students perform on a pre-test for a chapter 
determines which teacher that student will have to learn 
the objectives. The students have enjoyed being able to 
“change” classrooms for Math and learn from others.

We are enjoying our MDPs 
(Meaningful Distributed Practice) 
that we do daily from a new 
resource the teachers received this 
year. This new resource is called 
Think Tank from Origo Math. 
This is a math problem and each 
day can cover a different objective. 

There have been fraction problems, story problems, and 
number sense problems as some examples. 

This is the first year for these students to take MAP 
(Measures of  Academic Progress) tests. This is new 
to the district this year. In the past we have taken 
tests called ICAMs (Iowa Collaborative Assessment 
Modules). MAP tests are completely computerized and 
the test the student takes is built for them depending 
on how they answer each question. The students took 3 
tests covering Math, Reading, and Science. The teachers 
shared these results during spring conferences. 

The teachers have learned a lot through going to listen 
to Doug Fisher, and the various days of  meeting with 
specialists from the Area Education Agency (AEA) to 
learn about the gradual release of  responsibility, reading, 
writing, and math strategies and tips.  

As this is being written we are in the middle of  taking 
the ITBS tests. The results for these tests should reach 
parents later yet this year.

All classes will be doing a state 
research paper. We spend time 
researching through books and 
start by taking notes on note 
cards. Students then transfer 
notes to an outline to help 
them get better organized for 
writing their paper.  After the outline comes the paper. 
Depending on how much time each student has they 
work on a poster to add visual representation of  their 
state to share when he/she reads their report to the rest 
of  the class. 
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Notes from the Nurse
By Deb Trousil

We would like to thank the Lions 
Club and Dr. Bush for coming to our 
Preschool and doing vision screenings. 
They did both the morning and 
afternoon groups. Many of  the Lions 
members also donated new underwear, 
socks, sweatshirts and pants earlier in the year. We really 
appreciated it. 

American Eyecare also did vision screenings this fall for 
most of  the other students in the building. We had many 
great donations of  hats, gloves, scarves, mittens, coats, 
and boots over the winter. Thanks to Messiah Lutheran 
Church, Kelly Jern, Burlington Womens Club, Kiwanis, 
F&M Bank, Century 21, 101 the Bull. Also thank you to 
Mark and Susie Showalter for donating a wheelchair. (We 
really needed a newer one.)
 

Please note...all 9th grade students and 
kindergarten students are required by 
state law to have a dental screening 
done. If  you have a 8th grade or 
upcoming kindergarten student please 
ask the dentist when they go over the 
summer to sign the “certificate of  
dental screening” and either send up 
to the school or fax to us at 758-6768. 

If  you have a present 9th or kindergartner and have not 
turned in the sheet yet please do so ASAP.
 
Continue to encourage your child to 
wash their hands often and cover their 
mouths when coughing. The flu bugs 
are still going around. Keep them home 
with a fever above 100. Do not give 
fever medications and send them to 
school sick. Remember they need to go 
24 hours fever-free before returning to 
school. They will usually have a fever 4 hours later and 
then have to be sent home and exposing the rest of  the 
classes with whatever they have. If  they are vomiting 
please wait at least 12 hours before returning them to 
school.
 
Thanks and don’t hesitate to call me with any questions. 


Elementary 
Band
By Sharon Gygi

The 4th grade students 
will be trying out the instruments during the month of  
March. A paper with the recommended instrument for 
your child will be sent home to you. The instrumental 
band night is to be  scheduled for a Tuesday night in 
April. This is when you and your child will be able to 
check into renting the instrument that he/she will be 
working on during summer lessons.  

This year West Music will be here to help in the rental 
department. Please check with the elementary band 
director before purchasing an instrument from any 
other source. If  you have an instrument to sell or that 
you want your child to use, please bring it to school 
on the designated instrumental night. This way a 
regular instrumental repair person can look it over to 
recommend what may need to be done to get it in to 
good working order.

Remember that as you think about your child playing 
an instrument, that music increases a student’s learning 
capabilities in many other areas, as various studies show.  
In 1987-1989, students taking music courses scored an 
average of  20 to 40 points higher on both verbal and 
math portions of  the AST’s than students who took 
no music courses. They also found that students who 
participate in their school band or orchestra are 52% 
more likely to go on to college and graduate..

Sixth grade band parents 
are encouraged to consider 
sending their child to the 
week long summer band 
camp at Western Illinois 
University. This is usually 
the third week of  June. The 
camp is expensive, but there are $150 scholarships 
available from Treble Clef  Club.. You have to apply for 
these scholarships before the April 22nd dead line. The 
forms should be sent to Virginia Garnjobst, 605 North 
Seventh Street, Burlington, Iowa 52601. Scholarship 
forms are in my office. We have had a number of  our 
previous band students attend the band camp and they 
have been so excited about it that they have returned to 
camp the next year.

DON’T MISS THIS GREAT OPPORTUNITY! 
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The West 
Burlington TRI 
Project
By Sara McCollum

The West Burlington 
Autism Project has 
changed its name to the 
West Burlington TRI 
Project. The TRI Project 
provides opportunities for West Burlington students 
with high functioning Autism Spectrum Disorders 
(ASDs) to further develop their social skills. Through 
lunch bunches, before-and after-school groups, and 
assistance during the day in classes and recess, students 
in the project have opportunities to practice targeted 
social skills with their peers. 
  
TRI represents the three principles, or the three “I”s, 
of  the program:  individuality, inclusivity, and intensity.  
Each student’s social skills instruction is based on 
his/her individual needs, as determined by parents 
and school staff. Inclusivity occurs because often the 
best social models for students with ASDs are their 
peers. These peers are invited to serve as role models 
by participating in lunches, recess games, and groups 
before or after school. Services for the students in 
the project are provided throughout, and beyond, the 
regular school day in classroom and social settings. This 
intensity in programming provides them with repeated 
opportunities to learn about, practice, and receive 
feedback on their use of  social skills in a variety of  
social situations.

Because social skills 
instruction is an on-going 
need for many students with 
ASDs, a summer day camp is 
offered to students currently 
enrolled in the TRI Project.  
Together, students with ASD 
and a small group of  their 
typical peers participate in 

a six-week long Giggle Camp. This year the themes 
are Pirates and Star Wars; throughout the day the 20 
students attending will be involved in art, drama, science 
and building, social skills, and team building activities 
revolving around the two themes.  

Additionally, the TRI Project 
hosts a bimonthly parent 
support group. This is an 
opportunity for parents, 
other family members, and 
friends to share concerns 
and successes regarding their 
loved ones with ASDs. The 
parent support group is open 
to anyone in the greater Burlington/West Burlington 
area who would like to share their experiences. Our next 
meeting will be held at the West Burlington Elementary 
School on Thursday, May 12, from 5:30PM to 7:00PM.  

Thank you to all the students and families who have 
been involved in the TRI Project.    
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Falcon’s Fighting Cancer
By Christa Ruther

Falcon’s Fighting Cancer has just completed another fund-raiser. In cooperation 
with Kendra Denning and her new venture Mythirtyone, the team made $160 
dollars toward this year’s goal. Thank you Kendra for taking the time to show off  
the great bags and other home products at conferences! We are hoping to have 
another fund-raiser with her before relay night. To date, the team has raised $500. 
There are still Happy Joes coupon cards available from members of  the team and in 
the elementary office. It is well worth the money! We have a few more fund-raising 
ideas in the works.

We will be having the T-shirt design contest again this year. Students may submit a 
design that includes Falcon’s Fighting Cancer and the cancer ribbon somewhere in the design. The winning designer 
will get a free T-shirt. The back of  the shirts will continue to pay tribute to our loved ones who are fighting and 
to those that have passed on.  If  you have a name to add to the back, please contact the team through our school 
e-mail address, or our Facebook page. Once the design of  the shirt is done, we will be selling them as part of  our 
fund-raising efforts.

Last but certainly not least, in honor of  our own Curt Lau, we have decided to rename the team for this year’s relay.  
FFC:  Curt’s Crew will be walking in honor of  Coach Lau and his family. The Lau family is very excited about this, 
and we are looking forward to making this the best year ever! Curt’s Crew T-shirts are being designed. They will be 
Wartburg colors (orange and black). They will be available for purchase very soon. We would love to see everyone 
come out in a blaze of  orange in support of  Curt and his family.

If  you are interested in being part of  the team in any way, please contact us through our school e-mail address or 
Facebook page. 

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT
The school district does not discriminate in its education programs or educational activities on the basis 
of  sex, race, religion, color, national origin, age, marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gender 
identity, socio-economic status (for programs), creed or disability. Students are educated in programs which 
foster knowledge of, and respect and appreciation for, the historical and contemporary contributions of  
diverse cultural groups including those of  race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, and 
socio-economic background, as well as men and women, to society. The programs include contributions and 
perspectives of  Asian Americans, African Americans Hispanic Americans, American Indians, and European 
Americans.  Students who feel they have been discriminated against are encouraged to report it to the school 
district Affirmative Action Coordinator. The Affirmative Action Coordinator is David Schmitt and can be 
reached at 607 Ramsey Street, West Burlington, IA 52655, (319) 752-8747. Inquiries may also be directed 
in writing to the Director of  the Region VII Office of  Civil Rights, U.S. Department of  Education, 310 
W. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 800, Milwaukee, WI 53203-2292, (414) 291-1111, or the Iowa Department of  
Education, Grimes State Office Building, Des Moines, IA 50319-0146, (515) 281-5294. 
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